1914]     AISNE   TQ   FIRST   BATTLE   OF  YPRES

of fact the 3rd Corps was now approaching the
main German position as the 2nd Corps about
the same time was finding it at Aubers and Herlies.
They found themselves firmly held at all points, and
their position on the night of the 18th and on the
19th represented the farthest line held by this section
of our front. One link was still necessary to connect
the 3rd Corps with the infantry farther north.
This was provided by the two divisions of Allenby's
cavalry corps. By this time the 4th Corps was
in Flanders, and the Belgian army, very weary and
broken, was in the forest of Houthulst, north-east of
Ypres, and had begun to extend along the line of the
Yser by Dixmude to Nieuport.

Sir John French was still uncertain about the
forces opposing him. He knew of an army on the
coast route, and was naturally anxious as to the
stand which the wearied Belgians could make on
the Yser. But he did not know that the movement
on the coast was no more than the outer rim of a huge
serried line wheeling against the Allies from the north-
east, and that four new reserve corps had been rushed
through from Germany and were on their way west-
ward. On the night of the 17th he decided to put into
effect an alternative strategical plan. If La Bass6e
and Lille had proved too strong for the 2nd Corps,
then Marlborough's strategy might be employed
against the German right. With Menin as a pivot,
commanding an important railway and the line of
the Lys, a flanking movement might be instituted
against Courtrai and the line of the Scheldt. Ac-
cordingly he instructed Eawlinson to advance next
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